LEARNING TO READ AND WRITE and LEARNING FOR LIFE SITUATIONS

Our garting point: literacy is not just learning how to read and write, but how this can help
emancipate the individua and prepare her/him for day-by day life experiences.

According to UNESCO, there are about a billion people, in the world, who do not know how to
read and write, and the number of functiond illiterates is on the increase, even in industridized
countries—thisis acriticd gtuation.

In hisexcdlent articles “The Linguistic and Pedagogical Rights of Literates-to-be” and
“Children’s Language Learning Rights’, Dr. Francisco Gomes de Matos, of the Department of
Languages & UFPE in Recife, PE, points out the importance of the human right to learn to read,
write and do math, aswell asthe linguigtic and pedagogicd rights of literates-to-be.

THE LINGUISTIC AND PEDAGOGICAL RIGHTSOF LITERATES-TO-BE

Dr. Francisco Gomes de Matos
Languages’'UFPE/Recife
fogm@hotlink.com.br

Theserightsinclude:

being respected linguidticaly socidly, culturdly and cognitively;

knowing why and for what reason shhe is becoming literate;

learning to identify and explore the many uses of reading and writing;

being taught to read and write by the community where she lives,

learning with and from other learners and not only with/from a*teacher”;

being able to apply the processes of reading and writing to al areas of her/his dally life at
home, a work and in other community contexts;

having her/his learning Srategies for reading-writing identified, recognized and activated;
being exposed to authentic, adequate and varied reading materias:

becoming an independent, critica reader of texts and of the world of information around
her/him;

10. knowing how to (re)congtruct her/his own socid, culturd, political, economic and
linguigtic day to day living Stuations, as wdl as how to hdp others achieve this.

ouhhwbdpE

© oo N

Obs:.:
Originaly published in FIPLV -Fédération Internationale des Professeurs de Langues Vivantes- World News, No. 54, Sept. 1999.
Reproduced with author’ s permission



CHILDREN’'S LANGUAGE LEARNING RIGHTS
(A checklist for Teachers)

Dr. Francisco Gomes de Matos
Languages’ UFPE/Recife
fogm@hotlink.com.br

Do you give your children (as language learners) the right to:

1. think about how they learn languages and to experiment with different language strategies? If
yes, how?

2. learnto explore the fun dement in language, that is, through playful activities such as games,
soNngs, quizzes and o on?

3. enhancethar linguigtic cretivity through language learning?

4. learn language cooperatively through collaborative activitiesin aspirit of caring and sharing
for one'slinguitic neighbor?

5. learnlanguagesin an ecologicdly rdevant manner, that is, by considering how, as human
beings, we can interact with Nature in mutually respectful and dignified ways?

6. identify and promote their own individua needs, interests and learning styles during
classroom as well as extra-class activities?

7. dart developing and cultivating ther cross-culturd awareness and sengtivity?

8. contribute to their own language learning process by choosing their own language learning
meaterids and activities from time to time?

9. be evduated with fairness and to understand how errors can be seen as poditive stepsin
language learning growth and devel opment?

10. learn languages as ameans of contributing to the goa of communicative Peace, thereby
fostering a peace-loving-and- promoting-worl d?

11. be taught by teachers who love children and whose persondities harmonize with those of
their learners?

12. learn to communicate well and for good (in this case, for the good of humanity, applying the
teaching of Chrigt: love-communicate with your neighbor as yoursdlf)?
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