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The Lubuagan MLE ProgramThe Lubuagan MLE Program

�� Lubuagan students are monolingual at the time Lubuagan students are monolingual at the time 
they begin their education.they begin their education.

�� Philippine Policy Philippine Policy -- English and Filipino are the English and Filipino are the 
medium of instruction allowing the L1 to be used medium of instruction allowing the L1 to be used 
as an auxiliary language. This creates as an auxiliary language. This creates comprecompre--
hensionhension difficulties resulting in low achievement.difficulties resulting in low achievement.

�� Solution Solution –– use the mother tongue to teach use the mother tongue to teach 
curriculum content and to teach English and curriculum content and to teach English and 
Filipino as second and third languages.Filipino as second and third languages.

�� Goals of the program are higher achievement Goals of the program are higher achievement 
scores, stronger English and Filipino acquisition scores, stronger English and Filipino acquisition 
and lower drop out rates. and lower drop out rates. The parentsThe parents’’ highest highest 
value is English language acquisition.value is English language acquisition.



The studyThe study

�� Three experimental class schools Three experimental class schools 

implementing the Mother Tongue based implementing the Mother Tongue based 

MLE approach are compared with three MLE approach are compared with three 

control class schools implementing the control class schools implementing the 

traditional method of immersion in two traditional method of immersion in two 

new languages. Schools are of the same new languages. Schools are of the same 

SES (Social Economic Status).SES (Social Economic Status).

�� One school has two sections where One school has two sections where 

students are randomly placed in students are randomly placed in 

experimental or control classes.experimental or control classes.

The TestsThe Tests

�� MT teachers created the tests directly MT teachers created the tests directly 
from the curriculum.from the curriculum.

�� All experimental and control class students All experimental and control class students 
are tested.are tested.

�� All subjects tested in MT for experimental All subjects tested in MT for experimental 
class except for English and Filipino class except for English and Filipino ––
tested in those languagestested in those languages

�� Control classes were tested in the Control classes were tested in the 
prescribed language of instruction for each prescribed language of instruction for each 
subject subject –– ieie English for Math, Filipino for English for Math, Filipino for 
Social Studies etc.Social Studies etc.



Table 1.1.  Summary results of the Grade 1 Table 1.1.  Summary results of the Grade 1 
testing in  Lubuagan, SY 2007testing in  Lubuagan, SY 2007--2008:2008:

0.0000.0007.897.8975.8775.8756.9056.90696953.4753.4740.1040.107373OverallOverall

0.0000.0005.885.8872.4172.4112.3112.31707052.7652.768.978.977373EnglishEnglish

0.0000.0008.128.1281.4281.429.779.77707057.9257.926.956.957373MakabayanMakabayan

0.0010.0013.423.4268.4268.428.218.21707057.0857.086.856.857373FilipinoFilipino

0.0000.0009.199.1982.1282.1213.7613.76707048.9448.948.328.327373MathMath

0.0000.0006.866.8675.4775.4712.8312.83696952.7652.768.978.977373ReadingReading

PPTT--testtestPercentPercentMeanMeanNNPercentPercentMeanMeanNN

StatisticsStatisticsExperimentalsExperimentalsControlsControls

Table 1.2.  Distribution of scores at the upper Table 1.2.  Distribution of scores at the upper 
and lower regions of test performance.and lower regions of test performance.

202000Bottom 20Bottom 20

363644Bottom 40Bottom 40

883232Top 40Top 40

551515Top 20Top 20

# of children from the # of children from the 
Control programControl program

# of children # of children 
from FLCfrom FLC

Performance Performance 
ClustersClusters



Figure 1.  Side by side comparison of experimental Figure 1.  Side by side comparison of experimental 

and comparison groups with fitted curve fits.and comparison groups with fitted curve fits.
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Table 2.1.  Summary results of the Grade 2 Table 2.1.  Summary results of the Grade 2 
testing in  Lubuagan.testing in  Lubuagan.

0.0000.00010.9810.9877.877.875.4875.48424256.956.955.2055.209494OverallOverall

0.0000.0004.894.8962.162.114.2914.29424254.954.912.6312.639494EnglishEnglish

0.0000.0009.359.3580.880.812.1212.12424260.960.99.149.149494MakabayanMakabayan

0.0000.00014.8814.8881.481.412.2112.21424251.951.97.797.799494FilipinoFilipino

0.0000.0007.797.7980.380.316.8616.86424261.961.913.0013.009494MathMath

0.0000.0009.229.2278.378.318.0018.00424254.954.912.6312.639494ReadingReading

PPTT--testtestPercentPercentMeanMeanNNPercentPercentMeanMeanNN

StatisticsStatisticsExperimentalsExperimentalsControlsControls



Table 2.2.  Distribution of children into Table 2.2.  Distribution of children into 
performance groups based on their collective performance groups based on their collective 
performance on all given tests in the Grade 2 test performance on all given tests in the Grade 2 test 
battery.battery.

202000Bottom 20Bottom 20

404000Bottom 40Bottom 40

10103030Top 40Top 40

551515Top 20Top 20

# of children from # of children from 
"standard" "standard" 

schools in this schools in this 
groupinggrouping

# of children # of children 
from FLC from FLC 

in this in this 
groupinggrouping

Performance Performance 
bandsbands

Figure 2.1.  An overlay of the distribution of Figure 2.1.  An overlay of the distribution of 
scores in the two program modes.scores in the two program modes.
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Table 3.1.  Summary results of the Grade 3 Table 3.1.  Summary results of the Grade 3 
testing in Lubuagan.testing in Lubuagan.

0.0000.0007.087.0875.175.161.6461.64565653.953.944.2344.236060OverallOverall

0.0000.0006.926.9277.177.110.8010.80565653.453.47.477.476060EnglishEnglish

0.0000.0006.956.9574.774.714.2014.20565650.050.09.509.506060MakabayanMakabayan

0.0220.0222.322.3270.670.614.1214.12565662.962.912.3912.396060FilipinoFilipino

0.0000.0007.257.2576.276.211.4311.43565649.549.57.427.426060MathMath

0.0000.0007.167.1679.279.211.0911.09565653.453.47.477.476060ReadingReading

PPTT--testtestPercentPercentMeanMeanNNPercentPercentMeanMeanNN

StatisticsStatisticsExperimentalsExperimentalsControlsControls

Table 3.2.  Distribution of students from Table 3.2.  Distribution of students from 
control and experimental groups according control and experimental groups according 

to performance groupings.to performance groupings.

171733Bottom 20Bottom 20

313199Bottom 40Bottom 40

883232Top 40Top 40

002020Top 20Top 20

# of children from the # of children from the 
control program in control program in 

this groupthis group

# of children from the # of children from the 
experimental programexperimental program

in this groupin this group

Performance Performance 
GroupingGrouping



Figure 1.  Distribution of scores on a composite Figure 1.  Distribution of scores on a composite 
measure of all tests taken by program mode (FLC measure of all tests taken by program mode (FLC 

versus standard instruction).versus standard instruction).
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Comparison of the Comparison of the LubLub. FLC and Standard Programs. FLC and Standard Programs
All Tests Combined, SY 2007All Tests Combined, SY 2007--0808

Comparison of the Lubuagan FLC and Standard Programs
All Tests Combined
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Comparison of the Lubuagan FLC and Standard Programs
Grade Level Test of Knowledge and Skill in Math
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Comparison of the Lubuagan FLC and Standard Programs
 Grade Level Test of Knowledge and Skill in Filipino
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Comparison of the Lubuagan FLC and Standard Programs
 Grade Level Test of Knowledge and Skill in Makabayan
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Comparison of the Lubuagan FLC and Standard Programs
Grade Level Test of Knowledge and Skill in English
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Comparison of the Lubuagan FLC and Standard Programs
Grade Level Test of Knowledge and Skill in Reading
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ConclusionConclusion

�� This data shows empirical evidence which This data shows empirical evidence which 
supports the value of Mother Tongue supports the value of Mother Tongue 
education. education. 

�� Using the Mother Tongue will Using the Mother Tongue will not not hinder the hinder the 
learning of second and third languages. This learning of second and third languages. This 
research study shows that the use of the research study shows that the use of the 
mother tongue mother tongue strengthensstrengthens the acquisition of the acquisition of 
second and third languages.second and third languages.

�� When children learn in their mother tongue When children learn in their mother tongue 
their cognitive skills continue to build, their cognitive skills continue to build, 
enabling greater ability to handle cognitively enabling greater ability to handle cognitively 
demanding study and strengthening learning demanding study and strengthening learning 
of other languages. of other languages. 


